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And They Wondered Why! 


Imaginary 


A group of doctors were talking. They had 
been losing a great many patients and the sur- 
geons among them were having a series of 
infected cases. They were pessimistic, troubled 
because of their failures, confused because their 
patients were leaving them and trying to figure 
out what the trouble was and how it could be 
rectified. In this group was one young man, 
admittedly brilliant and connected with an 
outstanding medical school although they all 
thought he was a little queer and only tolerated 
his presence because they had no valid excuse 
to exclude him. 


After these doctors had outlined their failures 
and woes, and the gloom in the air was so thick 
it could be cut with a knife, this young man 
(whose education and experience was actually 
more than most of the others present), asked: 
“Have you thought of studying and laying em- 
phasis on the germ theory? These infections 
and diseases are caused by germs and viruses. 
What are you doing about them?” 


There was a stunned silence and then an 
icy voice said: “If you are going back to the 
myths of the past I do not believe we can 
get together for a solution. We must approach 
this problem in the light of the latest theories, 
not in a middle-age concept of medicine.” 


Absurd? Yes. Fantastic? Absolutely. Did 
it happen? Of course not. 


Should such a situation be discovered in medi- 
cal circles every physician guilty of such folly 
would immediately be disciplined by his medical 
society and if necessary the State Board of 
Medical Examiners would be requested to revoke 
his license to practice medicine. 


Actual 


In one of the leading educational centers in 
America, in an area where three or four of 


PAGE 2 


EOI CGrkiA L 





our greatest universities are located, a group of 
ministers whose responsibilities largely centered 


in student work were meeting. They repre- 
sented several of the major denominations and 
were all trained for their particular work. 


These men were bemoaning the fact that 
they found little interest on the part of the 
students, that only a handful attended the dis 
cussion groups and other meetings which they 
arranged. They inveighed against the cold- 
ness and cynicism of the students of this gen- 
eration. 


There was present a young man who had 
engaged in student work for eight years. His 
educational qualifications were higher than 
most of the other men. However, his presence 
was merely tolerated for he was looked upon 
as “reactionary” in his theological viewpoint. 
Furthermore, he was employed by the largest 
church in the city, a church noted for its evan- 
gelistic zeal and world mission vision. 


After a little while this young man asked 
casually: “Have you thought of having Bible 
study and discussion groups for the students? 
These men are restless and keenly aware that 
they need something. I had 200 of them at 
such a meeting the other night.” 


The reply was instant. “Oh now there you 
go. Unless you have a Bible class where the 
latest findings of the higher critical scholars 
are presented it is not fair to these men. Why 
get them involved in all those Old Testament 
myths?” 


Instantly the reply was: “Well, for the time 
being let us disregard these ‘Old Testament 
myths’ to which you refer. Let me raise just 


one question — what about the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ?” 


There was a long silence and then some very 
candid admissions. Not one of those men be- 
lieved in the physical resurrection of Christ. 

And yet they wondered why they had no 
power, no message, no interest, no results. Com- 
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pared with these men, who have been theo- 
logically brain-washed, think of the early 
disciples who went out to turn the world up- 
side down. The heart of their message was 
the resurrection. It was the sign and seal, the 
validation of the redemptive work of Christ 
on the Cross. 


Absurd? Absolutely. Fantastic? Utterly so. 
Did it happen? It did. 


We report this incident with a sorrow we 
cannot adequately express. How we all need 
to realize that the Christian message cannot 
be emptied of its vital truths and continue 
to be the Gospel story. One cannot tamper 
with facts having to do with the person and 
work of our Lord and retain spiritual power. 


Hosea, prophesying in the last days of Israel, 
when spiritual and moral decay had set in 
and when God’s judgment was about to fall 
on the nation because of their sins, said: “My 
people are destroyed for lack of knowledge be- 
cause thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also 
reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: 
seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, 
! will also forget thy children.” 


The death and resurrection of our Lord are 
at the very heart of the Gospel. Deny the 
meaning of His death and explain away the 
fact of His resurrection and there is no Gospel 
to preach. 


May God drive us to our knees in repentance, 
confession and a return to preaching God’s 
truth as He has revealed it to us. 


What folly to do otherwise! 
—L.N.B. 





A Happy Ending 


Have you ever stood with a great crowd of 
people watching one of our giant passenger 
airplanes come in—a plane which has_ been 
having trouble. Anxious hearts are in that 
crowd and as the plane glides safely to a stop 
a sigh of relief goes up, and perhaps a cheer. 
It has made a safe and happy landing: all on 
board are alive and well. 


We have just finished a story which had a 
very Happy Ending for the whole household 
of Jacob—the story of Joseph. It is a great 





thing for a life to have a Happy Ending. It 
takes two to make this possible. 


One is God. In no other biography do we 
see the Providence of God more clearly and 
beautifully illustrated. ‘ In every particular, 
from dreams to stirring drama, we see the 
controlling and guiding Hand of the Supreme 
Ruler of the Universe, touching the smallest 
as well as the biggest events. The simple ex- 
planation is found in the words: “The Lord 
was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man.” 
Paul puts it this way: “All things work to- 
gether for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to His purpose,” 
and, “If God be for us, who can be against us?” 


A man will have a Happy Ending to Life, if 
the Lord is with him. 


The other is Man. Joseph was a man who 
trusted God and loved God. He committed his 
life to God, and when his end was near he, 
by faith, saw beyond the grave, and “gave com- 
mandment concerning his bones”. His life had 
a very Happy Ending. He knew the meaning 
of the promise: “Commit thy way unto the 
Lord; trust also in him; and he shall bring 
it to pass. And he shall bring forth thy right- 
eousness as the light, and thy judgment as the 
noonday.” When a man like Joseph is linked 
with God, there is bound to be a Happy Ending 
to his life. 


Is this not what Jesus meant when He called 
men to follow Him, telling them that if they 
tried to save their lives, they would lose them, 
but if they lost them by committing them to 
Him, they would save them? Paul found out 
this secret. I know Whom I have believed and 
am persuaded that He is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto Him. 


Have you committed your life to Him? If 
so, you, like Joseph, can Make a Safe and Happy 
Landing, and say with Paul, “Henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown.” J.K.P. 
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The Haunted House 


By C. Newman Faulconer, D.D. 


Text - Matthew 12:43-45. 


“When the unclean spirit is gone out of 
a man, he walketh through dry places seeking 
rest, and findeth none. Then he saith, I will re- 
turn into my house from whence I came out; and 
when he is come he findeth it empty, swept 
and garnished. Then goeth he, and taketh with 
himself seven other spirits, more wicked than 
himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and 
the last state of that man is worse than the first.” 


An old empty house usually provokes curi- 
osity and frequently instills fear. There was 
a time when the house meant home, comfort, 
shelter, laughter, companionship, and life; but 
for some reason the owner of the house has 
moved out and has emptied it of all its con- 
tents. It may have been that he moved because 
the house needed renovation, or it may have 
been because of death or sorrow or sadness. 
It may have been due to plague or disease. It 
may have been because of domestic troubles. 
But whatever the reason, the house is now 
empty and unoccupied. One hears no voices, 
no laughter, no foot- “steps. The only sounds 
are the gnawing of mice, the rattling of doors 
and shutters and the creaking of joists. The old 
empty house has become the habitat of rats, 
and bats, and spiders; and everywhere one sees 
the mouldy fingerprints of the hand of decay. 


In the story of our context, we find one of 
the most fascinating parables which has come 
from the lips of Jesus. It is the story of a 
haunted house; and the house of which He 
speaks is the temple of the spirit, the body 
in which the soul lives. According to the story, 
this house has become inhabited by an evil 
spirit. The owner of the house determines that 
he will cast out this demon, and so he com- 
mands the evil spirit to leave. When the un- 
clean spirit is gone out of the man he wanders 
through desert places seeking another place 
in which to live, and, finding no other home, 
he creeps back one night and, as he peeks 
through a window, he discovers that the house 
is empty, swept, and garnished. There is no 
furniture in the house. There is no one living 
in the house. It is completely bare and empty, 
so, with a feeling of glee, he goes back into 
the desert and finds some of his evil cronies, 
seven other devils. The text tells us that these 
seven other spirits were more wicked than him- 
self. Then this devil, with his seven devilish 
friends, comes back to the house where he once 
lived and all eight of them move in and take 
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possession; and Jesus says, “The last state of 
that man is worse than the first.” 


In this parable which we call “The Haunted 
House’, we may learn four important lessons 
concerning the problem of evil. Herein Jesus 
speaks to us concerning the Presence of evil: 
the Persistence of evil, the Precursor of evil and 
finally, the Prevention of evil. 


I. The Presence Of Evil. 


This story tells us, first of all, that we live 
day by day in the presence of evil, in the 
presence of hostile forces, subtle, diabolical 
powers that are striving to possess and to de 
stroy men’s souls. According to the word 
God, evil is not just some figment of man’s 
imagination, it is hard, tragic fact and reality. 
So, regardless of where you live or when you 
live, the Bible tells us that we live in the 
presence of evil. It was Paul, who so deeph 
conscious of these subtle forces of devilish 
power, wrote in his letter to the Ephesians 
“For we fight not against flesh and blood but 
against principalities, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places.” Martin 
Luther became so vividly aware of the presence 
of the devil, that on one occasion, you will 
recall, he picked up an ink bottle and hurled 
it at his satanic majesty. 


A little boy brought his report card home 
from school but tried to hide it. His father 
finally persuaded him to turn it over, and, as 
the father looked at the report card, he saw 
an “A” on English, an “A plus” on Arithmetic 
and a “B plus” on Spelling. Thus he exclaimed: 
“Why Jimmy, this is a good report card,” but 
as the father kept reading he came to the bot- 
tom of the report card where he saw that 
the teacher had indicated “Conduct - Un- 
satisfactory.” The father looked up and saw 
the eyes of Jimmy staring into his eyes, and 
he asked: “Well son, what do you have to 
say about your conduct? Why did you get 
such a low mark on deportment?” Jimmy 
sheepishly replied: “Daddy, Conduct is my most 
difficult subject.” Even youngsters learn early 
in life that we live in the presence of evil, 
satanic forces, subtle, diabolical powers that 
strive for the mastery of our souls and ou! 
spirits. 


People frequently ask: “Is the world growing 
better or worse?” Just recently you heard a ser- 
mon from this pulpit which paradoxically may 
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have indicated to you that in this age of in- 
creased church attendance and interest in re- 
ligion it is a strange contradiction that at the 
same time our drinking bill and our crime 
bill are higher than ever before. So perhaps 
it would be proper to say that the world is at 
the same time growing better and growing 
worse, some people and things growing better 
and some people and situations growing worse. 
There are’ temptations peculiar to every age; 
to childhood, to youth, to middle age, to old 
age. Surely Jesus would have us to understand 
that evil is a tragic fact; that as long as men 
live in mortal flesh, they live in the presence of 
evil. 

ll. The Persistence of Evil. 


Jesus: also would teach us a lesson concerning 
the persistence of evil, for when this evil spirit 
was cast out of the house he wanders around 
in the desert for a while and then comes back 
and brings with him seven other devils. The 
devil never gives up. Evil never admits defeat. 
In the story of the temptation of Jesus we are 
told that when the temptation was ended Satan 
left him “for a season.” But you can be well 
assured that he returned again and again and 
again. Many of us have already learned by 
experience that, regardless of how difficult it 
is to expel evil or cast evil out of our lives, 
it is far more exceedingly difficult to keep evil 
out of our lives. Talk to any man who is bur- 
dened with the problem of alcoholism. He 
will tell you that it is a relatively easy matter 
to make a resolution whereby he says, “I am 
going to quit this evil habit.” For a day, for a 
week, for a month he succeeds in keeping his 
new resolution. But then one day in a moment 
of weakness, in an hour of trial, the old devil 
with seven other devils creeps back and the 
man yields to temptation and succumbs once 
again to this deadly, destructive habit. 


Jesus tells this parable not to discourage us 
but to warn us and to enable us to prepare 
ourselves to be vigilant and to be on constant 
guard. Jesus, you will recall, prayed for his 
disciples, but in that prayer we hear him say, 
‘Father, I pray not that thou shouldest take 
them out of the world, but that thou shouldest 
keep them from evil.” Sometimes we shake 
our heads as a gesture of skepticism con- 
cerning many of the so called revivals we read 
about or hear about. The reason some of us 
are skeptical about revivals is that in many in- 
stances people receive a religious vocabulary 
without receiving a religious experience. They 
will “hit the sawdust trail” and come to the 
altar, make a public profession of their faith 
in Christ, and a public acknowledgement and 
confession of their sins. In most cases they are 
sincere in their desire to change their habits 
and to live a Christian life, but in many cases 
their revival experience is not one which lasts 
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or which goes deep enough to keep them from 
yielding again and again and again to these 
subtle forces of evil constantly striving to drag 
men down. 


It is a relatively easy matter for you parents 
to take your children into the wash room and 
scrub their dirty little hands. There they are, 
spotlessly clean. Easy to wash their hands, not 
easy to keep them clean; for in five minutes, 
ten minutes, thirty minutes after you’ve washed 
them they are just as dirty again as they were 
in the beginning. It’s an easy matter to put 
up a sign on your lawn which says “Keep Off 
The Grass,” but it’s not an easy thing to keep 
the feet of little boys from cutting a path across 
that nice green lawn. It was a relatively easy 
matter to pass an 18th amendment, but we 
couldn't keep it on our statute books because 
of the unrelenting persistence of evil. The un- 
clean spirit comes back and brings with him 
seven other devils, and in many instances the 
latter state of life is worse than it was in the 
beginning. 


Ill. The Precursor Of Evil 


Then Jes" has a word to say about the pre- 
cursor of evil which is Idleness. The old adage 
is right which says “idleness is the devil’s work- 
shop.” We learn from this story that an empty 
life is a standing, open invitation for the devil 
and all his hosts to come in and to take up 
their abode in our hearts. Yes, idleness is the 
devil's workshop, so when the unclean spirit 
came back one night and looked through the 
windows he was gratified to discover that the 
house was empty and unoccupied. The empty 
house was an invitation for him to seek his 
other cronies and to come back and take up 
their abode in this dwelling. And so it is in 
your life and mine. If we continue to live a 
spiritually shallow life, if we are content to 
let our lives remain static, empty, and mean- 
ingless, we're inviting the forces of evil to come 
in, not just to come in and live but to come 
in and destroy. Life abhors a vacuum. It must 
be filled with something. Not an empty life 
but an energetic life is a safe life and a satisfy- 
ing life. It’s not the empty life but the ener- 
getic life that counts for Christ and counts 
for you. 


A negative sort of goodness is a sterile and 
dangerous thing. Take for example the golden 
rule. Long before Jesus spoke His words in- 
corporating the golden rule others had spoken 
similar words of wisdom. Confucius gave the 
golden rule to his followers but in the negative 
form in which he said: “Do not unto others 
that which you would not have others do unto 
you.” A negative goodness is a dangerous and 
unproductive sort of a goodness. You know 
respectable citizens, men of whom it is said: 
“He is not so bad.” You may be right in say- 
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ing, “He is not so bad”; but isn’t it also true 
that he is not so good either? A _ negative 
goodness is a shallow, futile, barren, sort of 
a goodness. Goodness must be creative, it must 
be productive, it must be active in doing good 
for the world. It is not enough for a man to 
be good. He must be good for something. 


The rich, young ruler was a man who 
possessed this negative quality of goodness. He 
was a decent and respectable citizen. Remember 
all the good things which could be said about 
him. But Jesus said to him: You lack some- 
thing; one vital important thing is missing. 
Your goodness needs to become positive and 
productive. Sell your goods and minister to 
the needs of humanity. And this young man, 
who took pride in all of his negative goodness, 
went away sorrowful, for he had great posses- 
sions but woefully lacked the positive quality 
of goodness. In our neighborhood not many 
weeks ago there was a robbery. The theft took 
place in a house from which the occupants had 
moved out. Thieves broke in one night and 
took the light fixtures from the ceiling and 
walls because the empty house was an invita- 
tion for them to come in and help themselves. 


IV. The Prevention Of Evil. 


This leads us inevitably to speak of what 
Jesus would have us learn concerning the only 
prevention of evil. You have already guessed 
what it is; the only way to keep evil out is to 
let good come in. Dr. F. W. Boreham tells an 
interesting story concerning a beautiful village 
which had a lovely canal running through the 
center of the community. It was a picturesque 
canal but the city fathers had great trouble in 
keeping the channel clear. Noxious weeds con- 
stantly grew up and choked and clogged the 
channel. They went to great expense and used 
much time and effort to rid this channel of 
weeds, but year after year the weeds would 
grow back. Finally someone suggested a better 
way to rid the channel of weeds. Following 
the advice of this wise man, trees of a certain 
type were planted along the banks of the canal. 
As the roots of the trees began to grow and 
to absorb nourishment from the water, the grow- 
ing trees caused the weeds to die of malnutri- 
tion. “Be not overcome of evil but overcome 
evil with good.” The Christian life is not a 
life which is immune to temptation. Be ye 
well assured that temptation will come. But 
when the devil comes and knocks on the door 
of your heart you don’t have to answer the 
door if you are a Christian; for when the devil 
knocks you can sit in the upper room and Christ 
will answer the door for you, and to the devil 


He will say, “You can’t come in for I got here 
first.” 


Prevention comes from a Latin word, “Prae- 
venire’, which means to arrive first, to come 
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And Still They Come 


Letters to the Children’s Page: 
Dogs, Cats and Calves. 


Dungannon, Va. 

Dear Mr. Smith: I would just love to have 
you “Jett” me and my dogs on the Children’s 
Page. I think the story each week is just 
dandy. I like to try to see how well I can 
draw the Little Jetts. Thank you for thinking 
of us boys and girls. I have a mother Beagle, 
named “Lady,” she has three little puppies and 
we take walks through the woods. I am ten 
years old. My daddy is superintendent of the 
Sunday school and I am so proud of him. God 
bless you and keep you drawing for many years 
to come. Your friend, Scottie Boatright. 


Memphis, Tenn. 

Ruth (5), Mary Ann (2) and Raleigh Jr. 
Sanford (1) attend the First Presbyterian Sun- 
day school, Memphis, and have a yellow Kitten 
for a pet. “Sandy” Arthur (4) lives in Albany, 
Ga., and has a Beagle pup for a pet. Their 
grandmother, Mrs. S. E. Sanford, lives in Lees- 
burg, Ga., and she is making a scrap book of 
the Children’s Page for them. 


Hinsdale, Ill. 

Christopher Lee (10) has a black Cocker 
Spaniel named “Lady.” His grandmother, Mrs. 
Ralph Lee, has already made two scrapbooks 
of the Children’s Page. 


Concord, N. C. 
Billy Flowe Brown’s (10) pet is a Dachshund 
named “Pokey.” He can eat in the kitchen while 
he wiggles his tail on the back porch. 


Statesville, N. C. 

Dear Mr. Smith: My name is Linda Georgette 
McAuley. I am four years old. The thing I 
like best to do is help my daddy feed the calves 
and I am trying to write real words. I hope 
you will be able to “Jett” me. How I do like 
stories! Your friend, Georgette. 








before. God’s grace precedes human effort. 
What comfort there is in the doctrine of 
prevenient grace — a doctrine which tells us 
that if we let God get hold of us first — if 
we let Christ come into our hearts first — evil 
will be crowded out by good. Paul was utterly 
amazed at himself one day when he noticed 
the transformation that had taken place in his 
life. In all humility he dared to say, “There 
is only one explanation. I’m so different, I’m 
so changed, I’m so new that it is not I but 
Christ who liveth in me.” 
~ * * * * 

Come into our hearts, Lord Jesus, for there 
is room in our hearts for Thee. So fill our 
hearts with love that there will be no room 
for hate. Keep us so busy doing right that we 
shall have no time left to do wrong. Cause us 
to so hunger and thirst after righteousness that, 
being filled, we shall have no appetite for evil. 
Lead on, O King Eternal, in paths of righteous- 
ness and service so that our feet shall never 
stray into paths of sin. Amen. 

First Presbyterian Church 
Greenville, S. C. 
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Bible Translations And 
Bible Translators 


By Dr. David W. Baker 


This is the last in a significant series of articles on Bible Translations by Dr. David W. Baker. 
Dr. Baker is a graduate of Coe College, Princeton Theological Seminary and the University of Penn. 
sylvania Medical School. Later he was a Fellow in Urology in the Lahey Clinic in Boston and is now 
engaged in the practice of his specialty in Philadelphia. At the same time he is active as a Christian 


minister and carries on a prodigious amount of writing, both in the medical and theological fields. 


IV 


I have selected Eugene A. Nida’s Bible 
Translating as one of the four books about 
which to center my observations on Bible Trans- 
lations and Bible Translators because it is 
without doubt the most complete and practical 
guide for would-be translators of the Bible 
available in the English language. The material 
presented in this book is copious, exhaustive, 
and admirably arranged for ready reference. By 
no means the least valuable parts of this book 
are A Guide for Translators, Revisers, and 
Editors, Working in Connection with the 
American Bible Society, Eric M. North, General 
Secretary, and published by the Society in 1932; 
also The Rendering of Biblical Terms and 
Measures, a supplement to the former, also pub- 
lished by the American Bible Society, in 1943. 


In his preface Dr. Nida, who, for many years, 
has been the secretary in charge of translations 
for the American Bible Society, tells us that 
the source material for his book has been taken 
from (1) “the files of the American Bible 
Society covering problems which have been en- 
countered in the process of checking manu- 
scripts, (2) the experience of the writer on 
the field in checking manuscripts for the Society, 
and (3) the experience of the writer's col- 
leagues in the Summer Institute of Linguistics.” 


One should not get the impression from read- 
ing this official-sounding notation that this 
book is dry. Far from it. It is full of illustra- 
tions, and offers a fabulous number of well- 
chosen and exceedingly keen Scriptural insights. 


There is no doubt as to which method of 
translation Nida recommends. He says that 
translations fall into one of three principal 
categories, which are as follows: “(1) literal 
translations, (2) translations of ideas, and (3) 
translations based upon closest equivalents.” He 
definitely prefers * ‘translations of ideas,” and 
sometimes “translations based upon closest 
equivalents.” 


Others, as we know, have preferred “literal 
translations.” One is reminded of Robert 


PAGE 8 


The Editor. 


Young, who in the preface of the first edition 
of his Literal Translation of the Holy Bible, 
first published in 1862, but re-issued in 1953 
by the Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, describes his preference as follows: 
“There are two modes of translation which 
may be adopted in rendering into our own 
language the writings of an ancient author: 
one is to bring him before us in such a manner 
that we may regard him as our own; the other, 
to transport ourselves, on the contrary, over 
to him, adopting his situation, modes of speak- 
ing, thinking, acting peculiarities of age, race, 
air, gesture, voice, etc. The latter is incom- 
parably the better of the two, being suited 
not for the ever-varying modes of thinking of 
the men of the fifth, or tenth, or the fifteenth 
or some other century, but for all ages alike. 
All attempts to make Moses or Paul act, or 
speak, or reason, as if they were Englishmen 
of the nineteenth century, most certainly tend 
to change the translator into a paraphrast — 
a commentator.” 


Most modern readers, however, will be in- 
clined to agree with Nida, feeling that his 
emphasis on the necessity of giving the Word 
of God to each in his own language is more 
in accord with the command of Christ, and 
the methods of the Apostles in taking the 
Gospel to all nations, than that which would, 
in a sense, bring all nations back to Jerusalem. 

And what about those instances in which a 
literal translation, however, accurate, conveys 
the wrong meaning? “In China,” says Nida, 
“the preferred place of honor is on the left 
and not on the right.” What is to be done 
about the texts which speak of our Lord 
“sitting on the right hand of God”? 


Other points which Nida makes are as fol- 
lows: “The real test of the translation is its 
intelligibility to the non-Christian.” “The 
translation must represent the customary usage 
of the native language.” “The translation must 
make sense.” “The translation must conform 
to the meaning of the original.” 

Ninety-one pages of Bible Translating are de- 
voted to a study of the translation problems 
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encountered in the use of specific words, such 
as: spirit, God, and certain theological and 
psychological terms and concepts such as faith, 
justification, heart, spleen, and desire. An 
interesting and valuable paragraph discusses the 
problem of giving an adequate meaning to the 
word for “name.” One is reminded of Ronald 
Knox’s comments on the same problem: “To 
the Englishman there is nothing in a name; a 
rose by any other name would smell as sweet; 
but to the Jew it implies the presence 
of qualities.” Nida says: “To the Eskimo, who 
thinks that each person possesses a body, a spirit, 
and name, and that together these form the 
important trinity of each personality, the word 
‘name’ has a meaning somewhat equivalent to 
Bible times.” 


Whereas it is the policy of the American Bible 
Society, and its associate the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, to allow their translators a choice 
of texts from which to work, suggesting, for 
example, the use of either the Greek text of 
Nestle (essentially that of Westcott and Hort) 
or that of Scrivener (essentially the Traditional 
Text or the Textus Receptus) in the transla- 
tion of the New Testament, together with either 
the King James Version of 1611, the English 
Revised Version of 1881, or the American Re- 
vised Version of 1901, one is somewhat surprised 
to find Nida expressing a decided preference for 
the Revised Versions. “There are several factors 
which recommend the use of the ERV and the 
ARV, rather than the AV (Authorized Version) 
as the basic text for translation purposes.” 
Among these he gives the following: “The texts 
of the original languages employed for the ERV 
and ARV are much superior, since they repre- 
sent, particularly in the case of the Greek, very 
important textual improvements.” 


As to the use of any one of the Revised 
Versions, the Westcott and Hort text of the 
Greek New Testament, or its equivalent among 
any of the other Egyptian-type texts, it is per- 
fectly true that any one of them can convey 
the essentials of the Word of God. Even their 
severest critic would be thankful to God for 
any one of them if he had no other. The really 
essential doctrines are clearly taught in all of 
them. No one of them can fairly be called an 
absolutely heretical version or text. But what 
is the best text? What is the best version? It 
may be impossible for either Dr. Nida or the 
Bible societies to make a more specific choice 
in these matters than they have. It is perfectly 
true that they are not textual critics as such. 
Yet, one cannot help but raise the question as 
to whether it is in the best interests of those 
who read the new translations, in whatever 
language, for translators and those who sponsor 
them to dodge such a fundamental issue. 


As for a translator being absolutely free from 
theological bias, Nida is honest enough to know 
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that “every translation will to some extent rep- 
resent the theological view of the translator. 
It is impossible to avoid this.”” Even as Ronald 
Knox says: “You cannot be a translator with- 
out being, to some extent, an interpreter.” 
Irwin’s bold statement to the contrary in An 
Introduction to the Revised Standard Version 
of the Old Testament is altogether unrealistic, 
if not dishonest. For he must know that neither 
he nor any of his colleagues in the making of 
the Revised Standard Version really lived up 
to his ideal. It deviates so far from the actual 
text that, after remarking on “a number of 
improvements,” Nida also says that because “it 
is freer in rendering and is less close to the 
original languages in form, as a basic text, it 
is of less value to the translator than the ARV 
and ERY.” 


What is perhaps the weakest point in Nida’s 
book, and indeed in the policy of the Bible 
societies with which he works, is that whereas 
they all insist that a translation convey the 
interpretation most commonly accepted, as 
judged by a careful study of reliable commen- 
taries, and rightly so, we read that it should 
“not contradict the exegetical position of any 
mission in the field.” 


From the practical point of view, and on 
account of the diverse views of those who most 
generously support their work, it may be un- 
wise, and indeed impossible, to adopt any other 
policy. However, I cannot help but feel that 
it is wrong. There are times when controversies 
are to be most carefully avoided, and private 
prejudices buried, but is a translation of the 
Scriptures, especially for use among new con- 
verts or the younger churches of the mission 
field, such a place? 


One of the principal weaknesses of the King 
James Version, though one not often mentioned, 
was the desire of its translators to avoid con- 
troversy in certain matters of church worship 
and polity, which found expression in the lack 
of clear-cut, accurate, and consistent transla- 
tions of many important passages and Biblical 
terms dealing with these matters. As a result, 
the King James Version has been associated 
with the multiplication of sects and denomina- 
tions in such a manner as has no other version 
in all history. Some may say that the splittings 
of the Church within our midst have come 
about simply because individualism and schism 
are at once the forte and foible of English- 
speaking people. The facts are, however, that 
the bases for the multiplicity of sects are by 
no means as inherent in the New Testament 
as the King James Version has seemed to in- 
dicate. 


If the text of Holy Scripture, when faithfully 
and accurately translated, makes me yield some 
of my distinctly Presbyterian and Calvinistic 
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opinions, or allows the characteristically Meth- 
odist view of Christian perfection, disputes the 
claims of the Baptists in matters which set 
them apart from the rest of us, encourages Epis- 
copal notions of the Church and church orders, 
so that major adjustments must be made in 
Faith and Life and Order, then let them be made! 
It just might point the way to a solution of 
the problems of denominationalism which needs 
desperately to be found, a solution which would 
be far better and more realistic than that of 
the least common denominator so widely her- 
alded today. A translation which, by pre- 
arrangement, takes care to offend none, and 
to leave something for all, is not a faithful ren- 
dering of the Word of God! Surely, we have 
something better to bequeath the younger 
churches. Let us give them our strength, but 
by all means, let us not burden them with our 
weaknesses! 


So much controversy continues to rage over 
the Textus Receptus, which formed the basis 
for the King James Version, that a few words 
regarding it are probably in order. It is also 
known as the “Received Text,” and has a num- 
ber of other names, such as the “Greek Vul- 
gate,” “Ecclesiastical Text,” “Syrian Text,” 
“Koine,” “Byzantine Text,” “Traditional Text,” 
and “Antiochean Text.” Dr. Hort says that 
it was the dominant text “of the second half 
of the fourth century”; that is, from 350 to 
400 A.D. Streeter has expressed the opinion 
that it is a descendant of a revision made by 
Lucian of Antioch about 300 A.D. Colwell has 
stated that most of its readings existed in the 
second century. That is not to say that Colwell 
or Streeter or most of the other scholars are 
of the opinion that the Textus Receptus as 
such was in existence in the second century. 
For, as Streeter explains: “The Byzantine text 
is ‘conflate’; it ingeniously combines the read- 
ings of two ancient traditions each of which 
had good support.” Other scholars, such as 
Burgon, have contended that it not only is, 
but always has been the “Traditional Text” 
of the Church. He has not denied that it has 
been subjected to certain corruptions, and also 
to revision, but he has insisted that those 
readings which are most characteristic of this 
text have always characterized it, and can be 
traced back to the very beginning. 

Be that as it may, the facts are clear that 
about the middle of the fourth century the 
type of text then current in Antioch became 
dominant. Under the influence of Antioch and 
Constantinople it became the universally ac- 
cepted text of the entire Greek-speaking Chris- 
tian world, and continued to reign as the “Re- 
ceived Text” for almost 1500 years, until the 
critical editions of the 19th century began to 
appear. 

Sometime before the disruption of the 
Syrian Church, following the Council of Chal- 
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cedon in 450 A.D., the Syrian or Aramaic coun- 
ter-part of this “Received Text,” known as the 
Peshitta, gained complete acceptance among the 
Christians of the East, and is still universally 
recognized among them; that is, this version is 
recognized by all branches of the Eastern 
Church. So completely has the Peshitta domi- 
nated the churches of the East that there simply 
is no other Syriac or Aramaic tradition, except 
for two rather recently discovered old manv- 
scripts which constitute the Old Syriac. These 
two manuscripts are very old, and represent 
a Syriac tradition at some variance with the 
Peshitta. Most scholars believe that they ante- 
date it. Some, however, like George M. Lamsa, 
insist that the Peshitta represents a text that 
is both older and purer. He considers that 
the Old Syriac manuscripts represent later re- 
visions and corruptions of the “Traditional 
Text” in Syriac in very much the same manner 
that Burgon and others consider Siniaticus and 
Vaticanus as later revisions and corruptions of 
the “Traditional Text” in Greek. Other Ara- 
maic scholars, such as C. C. Torrey, do not 
agree, insisting that the Peshitta was translated 
from the Greek, and that it appeared much, 
much later than the Old Syriac. 


Whatever the solution of this problem, the 
facts are that in either its Greek or Syrian form 
the “Traditional Text” was the official Biblical 
text of the New Testament in the entire non- 
Roman Christian world for 1500 years, except 
for some of the Copts in Africa, and that it 
continues to be so recognized in large sections 
of the Church today. It is marked by some very 
obvious harmonistic tendencies, and certain 
stylistic qualities which appear to be somewhat 
artificial, and these, as much as anything else, 
have been held against it. 

A very important argument in favor of the 
“Traditional Text,” as set forth by Burgon, 
is its wide, though not exclusive, use by the 
Fathers of the Church in all ages, including 
the earliest. This argument has not been al- 
lowed to go unchallenged on the ground that, 
for all we know, the scribes, who copied the 
works of the Fathers after the text had been 
standardized, may have made the Biblical quo- 
tations of the Fathers conform to the sthiidierd 
text. Hence it is not necessarily true that the 
readings of the “Traditional Text” appeared 
in the writings of the Fathers, inasmuch as 
they may have been made to appear there by 
well intentioned later editors, who of course 
never anticipated our problems in trying to un- 
ravel the ancient textual traditions of the 
Church. 

Nevertheless, there are a great many quota- 
tions from the early Fathers which do give 
support to the “Traditional Text,” in a man- 
ner which cannot be denied. This occurs when 
the Father in question makes a special point 
of discussing a reading which even in his day 
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was disputed, and gives his testimony to the 
reading which he believes to be correct. 


An illustration of this is found in Irenaeus’ 
discussion of the cryptic number 666 which 
appears in the 13th chapter of the Book of Reve- 
lation. Some manuscripts read 616 instead of 
666. Among them is the old uncial known as 
C. Irenaeus says, however, that such a reading 
was an error, and that 666 was found “in the 
most approved and ancient copies, those men 
who saw John face to face bearing witness to 
Book V, 


it.” (Irenaeus: Against Heresies. 
XXX, 1.) 


In Matthew 1:18 Irenaeus reads: “But the 
birth of Christ was on this wise.” Of this read- 
ing he says further: “Matthew might certainly 
have said, ‘Now the birth of Jesus was on this 
wise;’ but the Holy Ghost, forseeing the cor- 
rupters (of the truth) and guarding by antici- 
pation against their deceit, says by Matthew: 
‘But the birth of Christ was on this wise;’ and 
that He is Emmanuel, lest perchance we might 
consider Him a mere man; for ‘not by the will 
of the flesh, nor by the will of man, but by 
the will of God, was the Word made flesh;’ 
and that we should not imagine that Jesus 
was one, and Christ another, but should know 
them to be one and the same.” (Irenaeus: 
Against Heresies. Book III, XVI, 2.) In this 
case his testimony is in support of the reading 
of the Old Latin and the Old Syriac and against 
the “Traditional Text”; also against the 
Egyptian-type text of Westcott and Hort. 


The evidence of the Fathers has yet to be 
fully evaluated. What it may do to the claims 
of the “Traditional Text” cannot be predicted 
at this time. It will surely bring us closer to 
the original readings, whatever they are. 


At this point one needs to be reminded that 
all this controversy about an authentic text 
should not convey the impression that the New 
Testament is full of errors, of whose nature 
no one is absolutely certain, and that the New 
Testament is therefore unreliable. These ques- 
tions are trivia when compared to the teach- 
ings and doctrines in the New Testament about 
which there is not the slightest doubt or dis- 
pute. We should not forget that, as Dr. Hort 
has assured us, not even one one-thousandth of 
the New Testament is involved in any of these 
questions of textual criticism. They are im- 
portant, terribly important — but not that 
important! 


And lest one suppose that it is altogether 
a modern controversy, this argument pro and 
con for new versions of the Bible, and this 
evaluation of the work of Bible translators, 
and the reliability of their chosen texts, let 
me remind you of the great battle that occurred 
in the days of Queen Elizabeth over the use 
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of English translations made from the Greek 
and Hebrew, over against the more traditional 
ones which had been made from the Latin 
Vulgate. In that case the modern versions were 
claiming precedence over a later text, and also 
a revised text, for the Latin Vulgate had been 
made by Jerome some years after the establish- 
ment of the “Antiochean Text” whose more 
ancient readings the then recent English trans- 
lators were claiming to follow! 


One of the most famous controversialists of 
that time was Gregory Martin, whose book, 
bearing the title: “A Discovery of the Manifold 
Corruptions of the Holy Scriptures by the 
Heretics of Our Days, Especially the English 
Secretaries, and of Their Foul Dealing Herein, 
by Partial and False Translations to the Ad- 
vantage of Their Heresies, in Their English 
Bibles Used and Authorized Since the Time 
of the Schism,” was first published at Rheims 
in 1582. His great protagonist was William 
Fulke (1538-1589) who wrote: “A Defense of 
the Sincere and True Translations of the Holy 
Scriptures into the English Tongue, Against 
the Manifold Cavils, Frivolous Quarrels, and 
Impudent Slanders of Gregory Martin, One of 
the Readers of Popish Divinity in the Traitor- 
ous Seminary of Rhemes.” He signs himself 
“William Fulke, Doctor in Divinity and Master 
of Pembroke Hall in Cambridge.” His book was 
first published at London in 1583, though the 
copy I have was one re-issued by the Cam- 
bridge University Press in 1843. 


One should not imagine that all the bitter- 
ness of their controversy was expended in the 
titles of their works. Here is one of Martin’s 
impassioned passages: “I beseech you, what is 
the next and readiest and most proper English 
of idolum, idolatra, idolatria? Is it not, ‘idol, 
idolater, idolatry’? Why sought you further for 
other terms and words three words for 
one: ‘worshipper of images,’ and ‘worshipping 
of images’?” 


Here is Fulke’s answer: “If you ask for the 
readiest and most proper English of these words, 
I must needs answer you, ‘an image,’ ‘a wor- 


shipper of images,’ ‘and worshipping of 
images,’ as we have sometimes translated. The 
other that you would have . . . be rather Greek- 


ish than English words; which, though they 
be used by many Englishmen, yet are they 
not understood of all, as the other be. And 
therefore I say, the more natural and con- 
venient speech for our English tongue, and 

for the truth of the thing, is to say, 
‘covetousness is the worshipping of images, and 
the covetous man is a worshipper of images.’” 
That, in a day when the controversy with Rome 
was turning on these very things! 


The use of ecclesiastical words, such as church, 
priest, sacrament; doctrinal matters, such as 
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justification, free will, faith, purgatory, Christ’s 
descending into hell, the honor of the saints, 
and of “our blessed lady” were all dealt with; 
as was the matter of “adding to the text.” 


One of the most fascinating arguments was 
over the words of the Annunciation, which in 
Latin are the familiar: Ave Maria, Gratia 
plena — Hail Mary, Full of grace! “What 
ancient Father of the Latin Church,” asks 
Gregory Martin, “has not always so read and 
expounded? What church in all the West 
has not ever so sung and said? Only our new 
translators have found a new kind of speech, 
translating thus: ‘Hail, thou that art freely 
beloved,’ and ‘Hail, that thou art in high 
favour.” Why this, and that, or any other 
thing, rather than ‘Hail, full of grace’? St. 
John Baptist was full of the Holy Ghost, even 
from his birth; St. Stephen was full of grace, 
as the Scripture recordeth of them both; why 
may not then our Lady much more be called 


99 


‘full of grace’? 


Fulke answered: “The salutation of the Virgin 
may be said still in Latin or English, as well 
as any part of the Holy Scripture beside; but 
not to make a popish orison of an angelic 
salutation We have followed the truth 
of the Greek word. That the Virgin 
Mary was justified before God by faith, imputed 
to her for righteousness, without works or 
justice, as you will have it called, we doubt 
no more of her than of Abraham. ... That 
she was also sanctified with most excellent 
graces, and endowed in her soul with all Chris- 
tian virtues. ... all . . .will confess as much 
as is convenient for her honor, so nothing 
be derogated from the honor of God . . . But 
this is all the controversy, whether the Virgin 
Mary were freely accepted and beloved of God, 
and so by His Spirit endowed with gracious 
virtues; or whether for her virtues which she 
had of herself she were worthy to be beloved 
of God, and deserved that honor whereof she 
was vouchsafed to become the Mother of God. 
Athanasius saith expressly, ‘that all those graces 
and gifts were freely given her by the obum- 
bration or overshadowing of the Holy Ghost, 


which the angel promised should come upon 
her.’ ”* 


Of controversies such as this, there have truly 
been no end, and as long as men keep making 
translations of the Word of God they will not 
end. Nor should they. For men ought always 
to strive to know the truth that came from God, 
and it must ever and ever again be re-translated 
into the living language of a people who are 
forever growing away from the speech and ex- 
pressions of their past. One may only hope that, 
as the Guide for Translators, Revisers, and 
Editors issued by the American Bible Society 
counsels: “Every translation or revision of a 
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version of the Holy Scriptures . . . be under. 
taken in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
be touched with reverent and loving hands, and 
be carried on with the utmost fidelity and ac. 
curacy, in prayerful dependence on the Holy 
Spirit. Translators will doubtless remember 
that they are helping to fashion the religious 
language of many generations.” And as Dr, 
Goodspeed, in his introduction to his own trans- 
lation of the New Testament, has so well re- 
marked: “It has been truly said that any trans- 
lation of a masterpiece must be a failure, but 
if this translation can in any measure bring 
home the great, living messages of the New 
Testament a little more widely and forcibly 
to the life of our time, the translator will be 
well content.” 





“Return of The Prodigal Son” being “jetted” 
by Jane Schum, 11-year-old daughter of Rev. and 
Mrs. Henry Schum, of Princeton Presbyterian 
Church, Johnson City, Tenn., while her sisters, 
Ruby (9) and Mary (7) look on. 


Flannelgraphers and visual-aid teachers are find- 
ing “The Little Jetts Parts’’ capable of illustrating 
almost any Bible story or teaching. There are fif- 
teen different shapes with which any attitude or 
action can be portrayed, including arms, legs, 
bodies, straight, bent, running, kneeling, caps, 
skirts, aprons, sleeves, etc. - 100 “Parts” - in a 
packet with full directions. Price $2.00 postpaid. 
Order from Wade C. Smith, 8 Reeves, Weaver- 
ville, N. C. 
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 3 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Spirit Of Christian Worship 


Background Scripture: I Corinthians 11 
Devotional Reading: Colossians 3:12-17 


In our Devotional Reading we have a beautiful description of the Spirit of Christian Worship. 
God is a Spirit and they that worship Him must worship in Spirit and in truth. In the Old Testa- 
ment Isaiah and the other prophets warned Israel against a mere formal approach to God, drawing 
near with their lips when their hearts were far from Him. The danger of formalism is just as grave 
in the Church as it was in Israel. The preparation of the heart is far more important than mere 


outward preparation. It would be well for all 
of us to read and ponder these words of Paul as 
we put on our Sunday clothes to go to church. 
There are some very important garments for 
the soul which we need far more than our 
clothes for the body. 


“Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy 
and beloved, bowels of mercies (a heart of 
compassion) kindness, humbleness of mind, 
meekness, long-suffering: forbearing one another, 
and forgiving one another, if any man have 
a quarrel against any; even as Christ forgave 
you, so also do ye.” In the verses which precede 
these Paul has been telling about the old 
clothes they are to “put off” — anger, wrath, 
malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out 
of your mouth, etc. — now he is describing 
some of the clean and beautiful clothes to 
put on. It is not fitting to pretend to worship 
a holy God when our hearts are full of all 
sorts of evil. Cast off the old soiled rags and 
put on the robes which belong to us as holy 
and beloved children of God. Then he says, 
“And above all these things, put on love which 
is the bond of perfectness.” Love binds all the 
other beautiful garments together. Then, put 
on peace and thankfulness. The Word of Christ 
is to dwell in us richly; teaching and admon- 
ishing one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts 
to the Lord. And whatsoever ye do in word 
or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 
Suppose that all of us had this Spirit of worship 
when we come to the house of God. Would 
not every service bring showers of blessing from 
the One we worship? How careless many of 
us are in our heart preparation and how we 
fail too in making our worship Christ-centered. 
Such a Spirit of worship is the work of the 
Spirit of God Who alone can prepare our 
hearts for acceptable worship. The Glory of 
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the Lord will fill the House of the Lord as it 
did the Tabernacle and Temple when we are 
thus prepared. 


In verse 17 we are told that our worship is 
to be centered in Christ. “And whatsoever ye 
do in word or deed, do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the 
Father by him.” This is most important. In 
John fourteen Jesus says, “no man cometh unto 
the Father but by me.” He is the Mediator 
between man and God. When we pray, we 
pray in His name; when we give even a cup 
of cold water it is given in His name. So many 
today seem to teach that if we worship God 
it is enough. When we come to the throne of 
grace we are accepted because of the priestly 
work of Christ; we have a High Priest Who 
has opened up a New and Living way. He has 
finished His atoning work and is now at the 
right hand of God making intercession for us. 
Since we have such an High Priest Who has 
passed into the heavens, even the Son of God, 
we can come with confidence to the throne of 
grace to obtain mercy and find grace to help 
in time of need. 


The church at Corinth was a strong, living 
church. As is often the case in such churches, 
it is easy for faults and divisions to creep in. 
Keep in mind that this was a church in a very 
wicked city and that these Christians had but 
recently been heathen idolaters. The city of 
Corinth with its evil practices tried to get into 
the church. Some disorders had arisen which 
threatened to destroy the spirit of worship. Paul 
treats two of these in this chapter. The first 
concerned the behavior of men and women in 
the church and the second the observance of 
their Love feasts and the Lord’s Supper. 
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I. The Conduct of men and women in Worship: 
2-16. 

One of the best comments on this part of 
the chapter is that in the New Bible Com- 
mentary and I wish to quote part of it, “In this 
section Paul is giving instructions with regard 
to the proper deportment of Christian men and 
women. Although on first reading some of his 
statements are difficult to understand (see e.g. 
verse 10) yet, as we reflect on the passage, we 
can see the importance of his general teaching 
and its need at the present day. The social cus- 
toms which provide the background for his 
thoughts are, of course, different from ours; but 
the factors involved are the same, namely, mod- 
esty, propriety and orderliness.” Let me give a 
personal illustration. In Korea when we were 
missionaries there, it was the custom for the 
men to sit on one side and the women on 
the other. This looked queer to us, but very 
wisely, we made no effort to mix the sexes. 
It was the custom to sit on the floor. We did 
not try to force them to get chairs or pews. It 
was the custom to heat their homes by heating 
the floor. We did not make them buy stoves. 
I tried to use a Western stove once in a Korean 
house where we were having Sunday School, 
and set the thatch roof on fire the first time 
I tried it. Eastern people have customs that 
differ from ours. It seems that some of the 
Christians at Corinth were trying to upset some 
of the “traditions” or time-honored customs 
of the Jews and of Eastern people. There was 
a good deal of contention and strife over this 
question. Paul gives his views but ends by 
saying, “But if any man seems to be conten- 
tious, we have no such custom, neither the 
churches of God.” Christianity does not consist 
in changing customs, but in changing hearts 
and lives. It would be well for us to remember 
this. Jesus did not go about trying to change 
all the social customs of His time. He sought 
to change the “hidden man of the heart.” I 
think the comment quoted above gives the gist 
of the matter. Paul states it thus in I Cor. 14:40: 
“Let all things be done decently and in order.” 
Three things to remember in the outward con- 
duct of worship: modesty, propriety, orderliness. 
The inward spirit of worship is beautifully de- 
scribed in our Devotional Reading, as we have 
seen. 

II. Grave Abuses in Connection with their Love 
Feasts and the Observance of the Lord’s 
Supper: 17-34. 

Keep in mind the fact that many of these 
Christians had been used to the heathen feasts 
which were a part of idol worship. In these 
feasts all kinds of sins were prevalent. There 
was no connection between morals and religion; 
in fact, immorality was a part of heathen re- 
ligion. Drunkenness and general debauchery 
and gluttony were a part of the feast. 

It had been the custom of Christians to 


have their “Love feasts” as a part of their fel- 
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lowship. ‘The “breaking of bread” went along 
with their teaching and their praying. This 
practice had been a very simple and sacred thing 
at first as we see from the first chapters of 
the Book of Acts. In the Church at Corinth 
it was being misused and abused. The richer 
people were putting to shame the poorer ones 
by the abundance of their food. Instead of 
breaking bread together and sharing, one would 
be hungry and another drunken. Paul reminds 
them that they have houses to eat and drink 
in. The place of worship was not the place 
to celebrate a_feast such as the heathen had 
in their places of worship. 


In connection with the Love feast they ob- 
served the Lord’s Supper. This is the more 
sacred of the two sacraments, and was in graver 
danger because, unlike baptism, it was observed 
over and over again. Paul now proceeds to 
give the “Words of Institution” which are more 
often used, I suppose, than the accounts in 
the gospels. It seems such a pity that this simple 
and beautiful Sacrament, which ought to bind 
the church together as one Body in Christ has 
been the means of separating the Church. It 
has become a battle-ground instead of a “Love- 
feast.” Satan has various devices to injure the 
Church. This is one of his most cunning. Be- 
ware of the “wiles of the devil”. 


The main point that Paul is pressing home 
here is not the meaning of the Lord’s Supper, 
but the Manner of its observance. The words 
of warning in verses 28-34 are directly connected 
with the way in which these Christians observed 
the Sacrament. The solemn words, Let a man 
examine himself, can be applied to the inner 
condition of the heart and, I think, should be 
so applied. We should look within, with the 
aid of the Holy Spirit and see if there is any 
wicked way within us. We should examine 
our hearts to see if we are really Repentant, if 
we hate and desire to forsake our sins. We 
should look for Faith, that we may indeed dis- 
cern the Lord’s body. We should look for Love 
and remember the questions Jesus asked Simon 
Peter: Simon, son of Jonas, Lovest thou Me? 
Such an examination is needed and very im- 
portant. 

But the main trouble at Corinth seems to 
have been the manner of their observing, al- 
though this would originate in their hearts. 
The word used is “unworthily”, namely, in an 
unworthy manner. Such a profaning of this 
sacred institution will be severely judged. Some 
of them were already suffering punishment. The 
Lord’s Supper is to be observed in a reverent 
and solemn manner. When we partake in a 
proper manner with heart preparation it is a 
rich blessing to us. By faith we feed upon 
Him and are made stronger to be the kind of 
Christians that testify by their lives and by their 
worship that they belong to Him, the Head of 
the Church. 
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 10 





Concerning Spiritual Gifts 


Background Scripture: I Corinthians 12-14 
Devotional Reading: Ephesians 4:4-16 


Many of the churches to which Paul writes were very rich in spiritual gifts and he has much to 
say concerning these gifts of the Spirit. There are three chapters of Background Scripture and our 
Devotional Reading contains enough for a whole Lesson in itself. With such a wealth of material 
all that can be done is to try and select some of the more outstanding thoughts in connection with 


our Topic: Concerning Spiritual Gifts. 

I would like to stop for a while on our De- 
votional Reading. There are three important 
truths which I wish to treat. (1) The Unity 
of the Church. When we see the Visible 
Church with its many different divisions we 
sometimes forget that the Church we see is 
not the real Church. Our Confession of Faith 
(see Brief Statement) has this to say: We ac- 
knowledge one universal church, the same in 
all ages, of which Christ is the Head. The church 
invisible consists of all the redeemed. The 
church visible is composed of all those through- 
out the world who profess faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, together with their children,” etc. 
Paul tells us in these verses that there is one 
body, and one Spirit . . . one hope of your call- 
ing . . . one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
one God and Father of all.” Jesus, in His 
great High Priestly Prayer (John 17) prays 
that we may be one, even as He and the Father 
are One. In the Church Invisible there is this 
vital Unity. In the Church Visible, even though 
it is separated into various groups, there are 
Great Truths which bind us together. The sim- 
ple statements of the Apostles’ Creed are re- 
peated in many churches every Sunday morning 
as a summary of what we believe. 


(2) The Diversity of Gifts. The Spirit be- 
stows different gifts upon the members of the 
church just as the different parts of the body 
have their various functions. (see Romans 12: 
4-8) Even in the leadership of the church 
we have some apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, some pastors and teachers. When 
we thinsk of the whole membership of the 
church we realize that no two Christians have 
exactly the same gifts. We vary in our dis- 
positions, etc.; we also vary in our gifts. 


(3) The purpose and aim of the church is 
for us all to come unto a fullgrown man, unto 
the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ. We are to speak, or hold, the truth 
in love and grow up into Him in all things. 
Just as every part of the body has its place in 
the development of the human body, so every 
Christian has his place in the growth of the 
church. These three Truths ought to be kept 
constantly in mind as we think of the Church: 
Unity, Diversity, and Growth. Our Spiritual 
Gifts are not to be a cause of envy and jealousy 
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and wrangling, but the God-given means where- 
by the whole Body of Christ may grow up into 
Him and be a vital witness to Him. 


I. Spiritual Gifts: Chapter 12. 


The Church at Corinth enjoyed an abund- 
ance of these gifts. There seemed to be a spirit 
of rivalry and jealousy. Some gifts were thought 
to be greater than others, and those who had 
certain ones considered themselves superior to 
the brethren who did not possess them. Paul 
spends a good deal of time trying to correct 
this situation which tended to divide rather than 
unite the church. 


1. He tells them that all of these gifts are 
bestowed by the One Spirit the same Spirit 
Who divides His gifts as it pleases Him. There 
was the one test which settled this: “No man 
speaking by the Spirit of God called Jesus ac- 
cursed: and that no man can say that Jesus 
is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.” The 
one test of a Christian is Christ. Jesus had 
said, “He shall glorify me” (John 16:14); “He 
shall testify of me” (John 15:26). “Hereby 
know ye the Spirit of God: every spirit that 
confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh 
is of God: and every spirit that confesseth not 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of 
God: and this is that spirit of anti-Christ, where- 
of ye have heard that it should come; and even 
now already is it in the world.” (I John 4:2,3) 


2. These gifts are diverse in many respects. 
To one man may be given the spirit of wisdom, 
to another knowledge, or faith, or power to 
heal, or to work miracles, to speak with tongues. 
This explains a great deal of what took place 
in the church at that time. We do not find 
all the Christians healing the sick or working 
other miracles, or speaking with tongues or tak- 
ing places of leadership in the church. (verses 
28-30) The same thing is true today. Not 
every man is given the ability to preach or 
teach or rule. 


3. He compares the church to the human 
body. We have one body, but many members. 
These different organs and parts do not have 
the same work to do. Our eyes and hands and 
feet and lungs and heart all have their own 
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place and work. Now these members of the 
body are all important; they need each other 
and the whole body cannot perform its duties 
unless all the members are working. In our 
age we compare nearly everything with an 
automobile. All of us realize that when one 
little thing goes wrong the whole machine may 
be affected. It may be a very small part, like 
a spark plug or a connection of some wire. In 
the church some members may seem to be of 
very little use and we are tempted to overlook 
or underestimate his or her importance. If 
the preacher is absent, or sick, we think it 
is a calamity; if some child or ordinary person 
is not there we do not even miss them. In 
the eyes of Jesus the absence of a “small mem- 
ber” may be a most serious thing. Christ does 
not always look at things just as we do. One 
day He was sitting over against the treasury 
watching the people put in their gifts. The 
well-to-do were putting in large amounts, rather 
ostentatiously. Then there came a poor widow 
and cast in two little bits, all her living. He 
said, she hath cast in more than all the others, 
for she gave all. Paul tells us that those mem- 
bers of the body which we think to be less 
honorable, upon these we bestow more abundant 
honor. 


4. If one member suffers, all the members 
suffer with it; or if one member is honored, 
all the members rejoice with it. If I get a 
splinter under my finger nail, the whole body 
suffers. There are nerves that carry the pain 
into all parts of my body. When a Christian, 
no matter how small and insignificant he may 
be, is wounded the whole Church feels it. Parts 
of the church today, as in Paul’s day, are sick; 
sick with indifference and unbelief, and world- 
liness and gross sins of the flesh. The whole 
church feels it. Worst of all, however, is the 
thought that we hurt Christ; we wound Him; 
we crucify Him afresh. The other side of the 
picture is true also; when we help some Chris- 
tian, even a “little one’, we help Him. 

5. “Covet earnestly the best gifts.” Covetous- 
ness is a great sin when we covet something 
which belongs to another. To covet, or earnestly 
desire, the gifts of the Spirit is to “hunger 
and thirst after righteousness”, and such a per- 
son will be filled with the spiritual gifts and 
blessings which are called the fruit of the Spirit. 
II. The More Excellent Way: Chapter 13. 


The More Excellent Way is the Way of Love. 
Without it all other gifts, even the best of them, 
are worthless. You can write a zero after the 
person who does not have Love. It is such 
an inclusive gift. It makes us patient and kind 
and generous and humble and courteous and 
unselfish. It bears up under the burdens and 
duties of life. Love never fails. Some of the 
gifts we possess while living our present life 
will not be needed in the life eternal, but love 
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will be needed forever. Some of these other 
gifts are like toys for children, but love is for 
the full grown Christian. And now abideth 
faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest 
of these is LOVE. Love is the tie that binds 
us to God and to Christ and to our fellow 
Christians. 


Ill. Speaking With Tongues: Chapter 14. 


I will never forget an experience I had up in 
the mountains when I attended a service where 
one of the preachers pretended to “speak in 
the unknown tongue.” I am very slow to criti- 
cize any sort of a religious gathering, but in 
this case I felt that the whole performance was 
marked by insincerity. He repeated something 
which sounded like a foreign language, but 
no one knew. 


One of the gifts of the church of Paul’s day 
was this power to “speak with tongues.” The 
first instance is found in Acts on the Day of 
Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came down 
like cloven tongues and the great crowds of 
people from all over the world heard these dis- 
ciples, who were unlettered men from Galilee, 
speak so that every man heard in his own 
tongue the wonderful words of life. Here was 
need for a stupendous miracle, and the miracle 
was wrought. It is well to remember that the 
adjective “unknown” is in italics in our King 
James Version and simply means that it was 
not in the original. It was speaking with 
tongues, not unknown tongues. These languages 
were the languages of the different nationalities 
gathered in Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost. 


Some of the Christians “spake with tongues.” 
This may have been different from the speaking 
with tongues at Pentecost. Paul says it is a 
gift to be desired, but he is careful to warn 
the church that it is a gift to be used with 
discretion, if at all. He could speak with tongues, 
but he adds, “Yet in the church I had rather 
speak five words with my understanding that 
by my voice I might teach others also, than 
ten thousand words in an unknown tongue” 
(R.V. “in a tongue”, omitting the word “un- 
known”). 

This speaking with tongues was one of the 
“signs”, or credentials of the church in its testi- 
mony. Like other miraculous signs, it ceased 
when there was no longer any need for such 
proof of the supernatural character of the Gos- 
pel. In verses 22-33 he minimizes the value 
and importance of this gift and exalts the gift 
of prophecy which was useful for the edifying 
of the whole congregation, and also for the 
convincing of unbelievers. When he says in 
verse 27, “and let one interpret”, it seems to 
indicate that this “tongue” was some foreign 
language which could be interpreted. Dr. 
Graham spoke through such an interpreter while 
in India. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 3 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


“Saved To Live” 


Scripture: I Samuel 17:32-51 

Suggested Hymns: 
“Who Is On The Lord’s Side” 
“O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 
“I Gave My Life For Thee” 


Program Leader’s Introduction. 


Every Christian is aware that he has been 
saved from some thing or things. The Bible 
tells us and our own experience bears witness 
that we have been saved “from the power of 
darkness”, from “so great a death”, and from 
“wrath to come”. God through Christ has saved 
us from sin, its penalty, and its power. We 
should never allow anything to obscure from 
our vision this marvelous deliverance which God 
has provided. We should also remember that 
there is no way to be saved from sin and its 
consequences other than God’s way, that of 
faith in Christ. 

While we should always bear in mind that 
God has saved us from sin, we must recognize 
that this deliverance is not the end of the mat- 
ter. We are not only saved from something, 
we are saved for something. We are saved to 
live for the Lord. Paul wrote to the Romans 
that their rational, acceptable service to the 
Lord was to give Him their bodies as a living 
sacrifice. In our emphasis on deliverance from 
sin and death, we sometimes forget that this 
matter of positive living for Christ is also a 
part of salvation. Salvation is not complete 
until our lives are fully yielded to the Lord. 


Our speakers will describe some of the hin- 
drances to our living for the Lord, and will 
suggest ways of overcoming them. 


First Speaker: 

Most of us find at least one major hindrance 
or difficulty standing between us and the full 
life for Christ that we know we ought to live. 
It may not be a very important thing, judging 
by objective standards, but to us it becomes 
very important because of the great influence 
it yields in our lives. The young kingdom of 
Israel found such a hindrance in its way. The 
giant Goliath had become a barrier between 
Israel and a prosperous, happy national life. 
It is not likely that this giant was so formidable 
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that he could have stood off the whole army 


of Israel single-handed, but the point is that 


Israel was afraid of him. It was not so much 
a matter of what could have been, as of that 
which actually was. The armies of Saul were 
afraid to move out against the giant, and so, 
whether he was so terrible or not, he actually 
stopped the whole army. 


When we have “giants” in our lives, they 
may not be such terrible things, but when we 
allow them to stand in the way of our happiness 
and our full commitment to Christ, they do 
indeed take on the proportions of giants. Usually 
one such hindrance acts as the keystone in 
an arch to hold up all our other troubles over 
our heads. Goliath was the keystone in Israel's 
arch of trouble. He was the one person who 
held up the great wall that stood between 
them and progress as a nation. Sometimes the 
keystone in our lives is one weakness, one 
temptation, one besetting sin. You have un- 
doubtedly heard it said of someone, “He would 
be a wonderful person, if it were not for one 
thing.” If we are honest, we may need to say 
the same thing of ourselves. In one life the 
giant may be a short temper. In another it is 
a sharp tongue. In another it is dishonesty. 
In another it is suspicion. In another it is 
selfishness. In another it is pride, or love of 
money, or worry, or weight of public opinion. 
There are so many, and each one can be just 
as deadly as the other, when we give it the 
stature of a giant in our lives. As Goliath’s 
presence made it possible for the hosts of 
Philistia to array themselves brazenly before 
Israel, so the presence of some besetting sin 
in our lives makes it possible for other sins 
and other weaknesses to prey on us. It is 
actually true that one thing often makes the 
difference between spiritual ruin and spiritual 
success in the life of a person. 


Second Speaker: 


When we say that we are saved by faith, we 
are usually thinking of that part of salvation 
which is deliverance from sin and death. We 
are truly saved from destruction by faith in 
Christ, but we are also saved by faith in the 
sense that it is only through faith that we can 
live for the Lord. The only way to overcome 
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the barriers to Christian living, the only way 
to defeat the giants in our lives, is to put our 
faith in Christ. The thing that enables the 
giants to stand is our lack of faith. It was lack 
of faith that enabled Goliath to trouble the 
armies of Israel. King Saul trusted in armor 
and military might, but he was not able to 
conquer the giant or his people’s fear of Goliath. 
On the other hand, David, who was but a lad, 
had faith that God would use him to overcome 
the giant. Of course, the sling, the stone and 
the sword were the immediate instruments ef- 
fecting the death of Goliath, but the real thing 
that slew him was faith in the power of God. 
The giants in our lives, our besetting sins, can 
never stand in the face of faith. 


Sanctification is a part of salvation. It is the 
process wherein we gain victory over sin in our 
lives. Sanctification is the process of conquer- 
ing the giants which stand in the way of a full 
and happy life in fellowship with Christ. 


Sanctification is the work of God in us, and 
God works in us as we trust Him to do s0, 
Our spiritual enemies will never fall until we 
step out against them in faith, but when we 
do that, they cannot possibly stand. Paul is 
one who discovered the power of faith for 
victorious living. He said, “I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me.” When 
the giants appear in our lives to rob us of the 
fullness of life which we ought to have, we 
need to remember that the powerful Christ 
is in us. He said, “All power is given unto 
me in heaven_and in earth. . . .” If you 
will call on Him in faith to unleash that power 
in your life, your giants of temptation and 
weakness will go down in sudden and utter de- 
feat. You can say with Paul, “Thanks be to 
God, which giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” We need to remind our- 
selves constantly that we are saved to live, and 
that we live by faith. God has said, “My right- 
eous one shall live by faith.” 
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“‘Kguipment For Fun” 


Scripture: Matthew 25: 31-46. 
Suggested Hymns: 
“Fairest Lord Jesus” 
“More Like The Master” 
“Wonderful Words Of Life” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


In this program we are presenting another 
of our 1957 financial objectives. The title of 
the program “Equipment For Fun” gives us a 
good clue to what we are trying to do. Actually, 
the money received from Presbyterian young 
people will be used to provide permanent play- 
ground equipment for a newly organized church 
among Latin people in West Tampa, Florida. 


Our speakers will give us some background 
information on the very successful work of our 
church with the Latin people of Tampa, and 
will describe the new work in West Tampa and 
the need for the equipment which our gifts 
will provide. 


First Speaker: 

Almost everyone knows that Tampa, Florida, 
is an important cigar manufacturing center. 
What may not be so well known is that most 
of the employees of this industry are Latin peo- 
ple, those of recent Cuban, Italian, and Spanish 
descent. These people, sixty thousand of them, 
live in a section of Tampa called Ybor City. 
Truly it is a city within a city. 
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It is estimated that eighty per cent of the 
inhabitants of Ybor City have no church con- 
nection at all, and those who do are almost 
altogether members of the Roman Catholic 
Church. The work of Presbyterians in Ybor 
City goes back nearly fifty years, but it is only 
in the last twenty years that real progress has 
been made. 


In 1935, after the work had been briefly dis- 
continued, the Rev. Walter Passiglia (pro- 
nounced Pah-see-lia) and his wife undertook the 
direction of the mission. Incidentally, Mr. Pas- 
siglia himself is a product of the Presbyterian 
Italian Mission in Kansas City. At first, the 
situation was very discouraging to the young 
minister, but he held on, and the Lord blessed 
his work. Within three years the mission had 
a full program of activities and a thriving Sun- 
day School. In 1947 the mission was organized 
officially as the Ybor City Presbyterian Church. 
The church has continued to grow and to en- 
large its service to the community. 


Many churches content themselves to bear 
witness in their own communities, but it has 
not been so with Ybor City. At the Church 
Extension Conference at Montreat in 1950 Mr. 
Passiglia presented a group of young people 
from Ybor City who were volunteering to serve 
the Lord and the Church with all their time and 
talents. Today those young people are working 
as teachers, directors of Christian education, 


ministers, and missionaries both at home and 
abroad. 
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Second Speaker: 

It is evident that the Ybor City Presbyterian 
Church is a going concern, but recently it has 
been discovered that many of the young couples 
have been moving from the older community 
to West Tampa. West Tampa is a community 
of fifteen thousand people which has no Protes- 
tant Church at all. This very obvious oppor- 
tunity was seized upon, and in 1955 steps were 
taken to organize a new mission. First Sunday 
School classes and worship services were held 
in an elementary school. Three and a half acres 
of land were secured, and on January 13 of this 
year ground breaking services were held. The 
first spadeful of earth was turned by Deacon 
Nick C. Nuccion of the Ybor City Presbyterian 
Church. Mr. Nuccion is also the Mayor of 
the city of Tampa. It is certainly fitting that 
this distinguished public servant who found 
Christ in one church should have a prominent 
part in beginning another. Mr. Passiglia esti- 
mates that in a few years the new church will 
be larger than its parent. Another important 
step has been taken in the proclamation of the 
Gospel to the Latin citizens of Tampa. 

Third Speaker: 

The recreational program of the Ybor City 
mission played a large part in the success real- 
ized there. More and more our churches are 
recognizing the importance of providing whole- 
some recreation for their people, and especially 
the younger ones. Church recreation programs 
are most needed in city communities where 
leisure time is plentiful, where opportunities 
for wholesome recreation are limited, and where 
unwholesome influences and temptations are 
rife. It has been clearly demonstrated that a 
good recreation program is one of the best ways 
of combatting juvenile delinquency. 


It is not surprising, in the light of these facts, 
that a well equipped playground has a very 
prominent place in the plans for the West Tampa 
Presbyterian Church. The space has already 
been provided, for the church stands on a three 
and a half acre lot. The need now is for perma- 
nent equipment, and that is what we hope to 
provide through our gifts. They will need 
slides, swings, seesaws, and sand boxes for the 
younger children. Basketball, softball, and vol- 
leyball equipment will be needed for the older 
young people. If the playground could be 
lighted for use at night its value would be 
greatly enhanced. The possibilities are almost 
without number to make the playground useful 
and appealing to many, but, of course, much 
depends on the amount of money provided 
through our offering. The adequacy of the 
equipment will depend on the generosity of 
our gifts, 


_ We need to remember that this playground 
is not to be limited to those who are already 
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with later legalities 


®© TAX DEDUCTIBLE ... 
from your income 


® WITNESS FOR CHRIST ... after 
fulfilling annuity obligation. 


in part 


WRITE FOR FULL INFORMATION 


@. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., Dept. D-3 
Atlanta, Georgia 





members of the church together with their 
families. It also has an evangelistic purpose. 
Most of the children and young people of West 
Tampa are taught to be suspicious of the Prot- 
estant church. They will not attend Sunday 
School at the Presbyterian church as a matter 
of family or community custom. They will be 
able to see the desirability of the playground 
and recreation center, and some will respond 
to its appeal. There will be an opportunity 
to present the Gospel to those who do come 
to play, and some of them will respond to the 
appeal of Christ. As we make our gifts to this 
project we shall be sharing in the preaching of 
the Gospel in a very real way. 


Offering and Prayer of Dedication. 








DONATIONS WANTED — Eye glasses, false 
teeth, unwanted or damaged gold or silver 
jewelry, watches, rings, club pins. Mail to: 
Palisade Ave. United Presbyterian Church, 
301-23 St., Union City, N. J. Postage will be 
refunded. 














TEACHER WANTED for Christian School. Wire 
or call W. E. Hill, Jr., Hopewell, Virginia. 














NEWS 





CHU RCHES 





SPEAKERS AT MEXICO MISSION MEETING— 
Photographed in the Chapel of Sanatorio La Luz, 
the Mission Hospital at Morelia, are Dr. Samuel 
McPheeters Glasgow and Dr. Cecil H. Lang, de- 
votional speakers at the recent meeting of the 
Mexico Mission, Presbyterian Church, U.S. Dr. 
Glasgow is from Charlotte, N. C., and Dr. Lang 
from Dallas, Texas. 


Morelia, Mexico — Mrs. C. J. McClendon, mis- 
sionary from Austin, Texas, has been elected chair- 
man of the Mexico Mission of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. 


The Mexico Mission met in annual session in 
Morelia September 13-20 and named Mrs. McClen- 
don to succeed Miss Margaret V. Shelby, as Chair- 
man for the coming year. The new chairman is 
the wife of the Rev. Jack McClendon, evangelistic 
missionary. Vice-chairman chosen by the Mission 
is the Rev. J. R. Hollandsworth of Staunton, Vir- 
ginia. The Rev. Clarence M. Bassett of Austin, 
Texas, and the Rev. Homer A. Spencer of Waynes- 
boro, Virginia, were elected secretary and assistant 
secretary respectively. Mr. Edson Johnson, Jr., 
from Richmond, California, is treasurer. 


Among the important actions taken by the Mis- 
sion as it laid plans for the next year were the 
following: 


The Mission voted to ask the Board of World 
Missions to provide $22,200 to help repair damage 
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from the July earthquake. $10,000 would be used 
on churches damaged. $10,000 would be used on 
repairing damage to the Mission Hospital, “La 
Amistad,” and missionaries’ homes in Ometepec. 
The final $2,200 grant would be earmarked for 
repairing damage to missionary residence in 
Chilapa. 


The Mission also approved entering into co- 
operative Church Extension work with the Na- 
tional Presbyterian Church in a third presbytery, 
the Presbytery of the North. The Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. Mission already cooperates through 
a joint Church Extension Committee with the 
Presbyteries of the South and the Pacific. 


The Birthday Offering of the Women of the 
Church for 1957 totaled $100,000 for the Mexican 
Internado (Student Homes) program. The mis- 
sion meeting voted that $50,000 of this total be 
used for two new student homes, repairs and new 
equipment in six others. Some of this work has 
already begun. The remaining $50,000 will be 
invested and the interest used for scholarships for 
deserving Mexican children and young people. 


The meeting, which was held in the chapel of 
the Mission Hospital, Sanatorio, LaLuz, in Morelia, 
had as guests Dr. Samuel McPheeters Glasgow 
and Dr. Cecil H. Lang. Each of the visitors gave 
five devotional talks during the meetings. Dr. 
Glasgow, retired minister living in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, held pastorates in Charleston, West Vir- 
ginia, Knoxville, Tennessee and Savannah, Georgia. 
Dr. Lang is Executive Secretary of Dallas Presby- 
tery and a member of the Board of Church Exten- 
sion. He was an Army Chaplain in both World 
Wars and former moderator of the Synod of Texas. 





Korean Who Wants To Follow 
Father as Minister Enters 
Louisville Seminary 


A 26-year-old Korean who wants to follow in 
his father’s footsteps as a Presbyterian minister 
in Korea is enrolled at Louisville Presbyterian The- 
ological Seminary. 


The young man is Syngman Rhee—no relation 
to the President of the Republic of South Korea. 
But he was named for that Rhee, who was fight- 
ing for Korean independence from Japan when 
his namesake was born in 1931. 


The seminary student was born in Pyengyang, 
North Korea, where his father was a minister. 
When the Communists took over the government, 
young Rhee said, they began to persecute and 
capture ministers and church leaders. 


“They found out this Christianity was the one 
big unity against communism,” he explained. His 
father was captured and shot in October, 1950. 


“We were lucky we were able to find his dead 
body,” Rice continued. “We would never have 
known where it was, but one man escaped from 
a trench on a baseball diamond outside of town 
where my father was buried. 
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“When the United Nations troops came up from 
South Korea, we found the place. My father had 
his hands tied together. There were about 50 min- 
isters and church leaders in that trench. 


“This was not something that happened just to 
me and my family but to so many Christians in 
Korea.” 


While still a boy, Rhee had thought about being 
a minister, and his father’s death convinced him 
he wanted to carry out his father’s mission. Event- 
ually he plans to return to Korea to preach. 


He Believes God Saved His Life 


“Being five years under a Communist govern- 
ment and the experience of persecution really gave 
us the faith,” he said. “To be a Christian was 
something decisive. You either had to die for 
Christ or just skip out of the church.” 


Young Rhee was captured twice by the Com- 
munists. “I believe God saved my life,” he said 
simply. “So many of my friends were captured 
and killed.”’ 


He managed to escape to South Korea in De- 
cember, 1950, with a younger brother. They left 
behind their mother, an older brother, and four 
sisters. Rhee has not seen or heard from them 
since he left. ‘There is no correspondence be- 
tween North and South Korea. 


“When I said good-by to my mother, I didn’t 
expect it to be so long before I would see her. 
She came to the gate and told me to pray and 
that she would pray and we would meet through 
prayer.” 


Served 4 Years in Korean Marine Corps 


Rhee joined the Korean Marine Corps and served 
four years. He spent four months in training at 
Quantico, Va., in 1953. He is grateful to many 
people who helped him and his brother. One was 
a former teacher of theirs who fled to South Korea. 
> took in the Rhee boys and five others and reared 
them. 


Rhee came to the United States in January, 1956, 
to attend Davis and Elkins College, Elkins, W. Va., 
on a scholarship. He had had some college work 
so he got a bachelor’s degree in two years. 


In Louisville he has been staying with Dr. and 
Mrs. Edward Maxwell, 1203 Audubon Parkway, 
but moved Monday to a seminary dormitory. Rhee 
knew a sister of Maxwell who is a missionary in 
Korea. He also knew there a missionary son of 
Dr. Kenneth J. Foreman, seminary professor. 


KOREA 


Pusan — The General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in Korea at its 42nd meeting, has 
unanimously approved continued support and con- 
fidence in the World Council of Churches. The As- 
sembly however opposed efforts towards “uniting 
all denominations and forming one single Church.” 
The report that was presented to the Assembly 
was drawn up by an eight-man committee named 
last year to study the ecumenical movement and to 
offer a policy statement for the Church. 





More than 200 ministers and elders from 33 
presbyteries were present at the Assembly. 


They also approved a plan of cooperation with 
missions of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.; the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.; and the Presbyterian 
Church of Australia, in various phases of work. 
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The Assembly voted to encourage efforts being 
made by some to effect a reconciliation with two 
small groups that broke away from the Korean 
Church after liberation from Japanese rule. One 
group is connected with Bible and Orthodox Pres- 
byterians and the other with the United Church 
of Canada. 


The Assembly heard about the progress that 
is being made in a five-year plan to put a church 
in each of South Korea’s 500 townships that do 
not have one. During the first three years of 
the program, 329 new churches have already been 
established. 


Plans for an evangelistic program among factory 
workers were also approved. 





THE GENERAL FUND anp 
INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS 

January 16 - September 30, 1957 
The General Fund Agencies 

Budget for 1957 

Receipts to date 

Percentage of annual budget 


received to date 38.33 % 
Balance needed for the year $550,896.65 


$893,259.00 
342,362.35 


Interchurch Agencies 


Budget for 1957 
Receipts to date 
Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 44.81% 
Balance needed for the year 13,022.54 


$23,595.00 
10,572.46 


World Mission Receipts 


Budget for 1957 $3,500,000.00 
Receipts to date 2,143,393.00 
Percentage of Annual Budget 

received for 1957 61.23% 
Balance needed for 1957 1,356,607.00 


People 60 to 80 


COPY DOWN THIS NAME 
AND ADDRESS NOW... 


... and write today to find out how 
you can still apply for a $1,000 life 
insurance policy to help take care of 
final expenses without burdening your 
family. Mail a postcard or letter, giv- 
ing your name, address and age to: 


OLD AMERICAN INSURANCE CO. 
1 West 9th, Dept. L1021-P 
Kansas City, Missouri 


There is no obligation—and no one 
will call on you. You can handle the 
entire transaction by mail. 
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GEORGIA 


Atlanta — The Rev. Ernest J. Arnold of Decatur, 
Ga., has been unanimously elected president of 
the Protestant Radio and Television Center, Inc., 
succeeding Dr. John M. Alexander of Atlanta, who 
died on August 7th. 


Mr. Arnold, a minister of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., as was Dr. Alexander, has been con- 
nected with the Center since 1954 as vice president 
and treasurer of the 5-denominationally owned and 
operated organization. 


From 1951 - 54, Mr. Arnold was Director of the 
Southeastern office of the National Council of 
Churches, with offices in Atlanta. Prior to that, 
in 1948-51, he was assistant to the president of 
Davidson College, and from 1939-47, was Director 
of the North Carolina Council of Churches with 
offices in Durham. 


He is a graduate of Presbyterian College, Clin- 
ton S. C., from which he received the A. B. degree, 
and of Yale University Divinity School from 
which he holds the B. D. degree. Mr. Arnold is a 
native of Sylacauga, Ala., and is married to the 
former Miss Frances Putnam of Laurens, S. C. 
The couple has two children, a son, Phillip, age 
16; and a daughter, Judy, 13. 





DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


Washington — Queen Elizabeth II and the Duke 
of Edinburgh will worship at the National Presby- 
terian Church at the 11 a. m. service, October 20th. 
They will be accompanied by President and Mrs. 
Eisenhower who worship there regularly. The 
regular order of morning worship will be followed, 
with Dr. Edward L. R. Elson, the pastor, con- 
tinuing a series of sermons on the parishes. He 
will speak on “The Mighty Meek’’, with reference 
to the meek who shall inherit the earth. 


Earlier, at 10:15 a. m., the Eisenhowers, and 
Queen Elizabeth and the Duke will go to the 
Washington Cathedral (Episcopal) for a _ brief 
dedication ceremony for the War Memorial Chapel 
there. The late King George VI, the Queen’s father, 
presented the silver cross and candlesticks which 
are in the Memorial Chapel. 
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MISSISSIPPI 
Belhaven College 


“Practically every human ill is brought about 
by some form of fragmentation, a refusal to see 
the whole truth,” Dr. McFerran Crowe, president 
of Belhaven College in Jackson, Miss., told the 
assembled student body at the academic convoca- 
tion which marks the formal opening of the fal] 
semester. 


Dr. Crowe’s topic was “The Unity and Frag- 
mentation of Truth.” He said, “It was good for 
the world for Japan to be defeated in World War 
II. It was good for all for Germany to be de 
feated. But what has escaped many is the fact 
that it was also good for Germany and Japan. Both 
peoples were actually set free, by defeat. 


“Victory, then, would have entrenched evil. 


“Practically every human ill is brought about 
by some form of fragmentation, a refusal to see 
the whole truth, blinded by the intense light of 
special interest. Scarcely any in Germany or Japan 
would have admitted this at the time of the strug- 
gle, yet the very skeptics among them then are 
better off now, and the world is yet free. Such 
is true of Russia and Communist China, today, 
and history will make a similar appraisal when 
their power is broken. 


“These matters are easy to understand when the 
cases are extreme and the situations are remote 
from us. But the principle still holds, for matters 
close to hand. 


“Our limitations, our sorrows, our shortcomings 
are all of similar parentage: We love fragments of 
truth, separated from the whole. 


“The Belhaven academic purpose is to demon- 
strate to inquiring young minds the wholeness of 
the universe, that all things and thoughts have 
significance only as connected with the whole, and 
that God is the Creator, Redeemer, and Governor 
of that whole.”’ 


Belhaven College in Jackson, Miss., opened its 
doors for the fall semester with an increased en- 
rollment, a larger number of men students than 
ever before since Belhaven became co-educational 
in 1954, and an expanded and enlarged staff. 


New faculty members who have been added to 
Belhaven’s roster of academicians are Leonard T. 
Van Horn, who has been appointed acting aca- 
demic dean and associate professor of education; 
Anne Abbott McCullen, the physical education in- 
structor for women, and Mrs. J. H. Bowden, the 
new speech teacher. 


Dean Van Horn is a native of New Jersey. He 
graduated with a bachelor of arts from the King’s 
College in New York, got his master of arts degree 
at Mississippi Southern and completed work for 
his M. B. E. at Columbia Theological Seminary 
in Decatur, Ga. He is an ordained minister of the 
Presbyterian Church and served as pastor of the 
Bethany Presbyterian Church in Covington, Ga. 
His educational experience includes teaching at all 
levels from elementary through high school, and 
administrative duties including being principal of 
several schools both in New Jersey and Mississippi. 


Mrs. McCullen comes to Belhaven College with 
previous experience in two other Mississippi col- 
leges: Delta State in Cleveland where she was a 
physical education instructor, and Gulf Park Junior 
College, in Gulfport, where she was head of the 
physical education department. She has her bach- 
elor of science degree from Texas Christian and 
her master of arts from the University of Alabama. 
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Mrs. Bowden graduated from Mississippi Col- 
lege and did graduate work there and at the Uni- 
versity of Mississipi at Millsaps College. She taught 
speech at Mississippi College and in the Clinton, 
Miss., high school. She was in the English and 
speech department of the adult education section 
at Central High and also taught English at Hardy 
Junior High, both in Jackson. She will teach speech 
at Belhaven and also will direct drama activities. 


Also added to the Belhaven staff is Mrs. Gladys 
Bueler, who has been appointed to the position 
of field representative. Mrs. Bueler will travel 
through the Southern states making personal con- 
tact with prospective Belhaven students. She also 
will be available for consultation with their parents, 
pastors and educators. Mrs. Bueler will meet with 
alumni groups and assist them with organizational 
matters. She will also contact other friends of 
the college wherever she goes. 


Mrs. Bueler comes to Belhaven from Colorado 
College in Colorado Springs where she held the 
position of secretary to the president. She is a 
graduate of the Peabody Conservatory of Music in 
Baltimore where she majored in pipe organ. 


Jean B. Culbertson will handle publicity for 
Belhaven in the coming year. Mrs. Culbertson is 
a technical journalism graduate of Iowa State 
College and before being employed by the college 
was feature editor of the Jackson State Times. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Aberdeen -—— Bethesda Presbyterian Church, or- 
vanized in 1790 by early Scottish Presbyterian 
settlers, celebrated its annual homecoming on Sep- 
tember 29th. 


The church is located one mile from Aberdeen. 

Dr. Ben L. Rose of Union Theological Seminary 
in Richmond, delivered the Homecoming sermon. 
The afternoon program after dinner included a 
number of musical selections by the Sandhills 
Men’s Chorus and a sextet from Flora Macdonald 
College. 





Henderson — Nutbush Presbyterian Church at 
Townsville, N. C., in Vance County, held special 
services September 29 in observance of the 
church’s bicentennial. The church was founded in 
1757 and has been active continuously since that 
time. Services included a worship period, special 
music, and the presentation of the history of the 
church itself and its achievements. 


The Rev. Charles S. McChesney, a former pastor, 
delivered the sermon. The history was presented 
by Dr. T. A. Shafer. Others taking part were 
the pastor, the Rev. Robert W. Childress; the 
Rev. J. Alston Boyd, another former pastor; the 
Rev. A. E. Thomas who brought greetings from 
Greenville Presbytery in which the chu is lo- 
cated; and Dr. M. S. Woodson, moderator of the 
Synod of North Carolina. 


The Nutbush Church was organized by Hanover 
Presbytery when that presbytery included all of 
that area of Vance County. It first pastor was the 
Rev. James Crestwell who was installed in 1765. 





New Bern — Members of the Neuse Forest Pres- 
byterian Church, near New Bern, have broken 
ground for a new building. The church began as 
a small mission under the First Presbyterian 
Church of New Bern, and was officially organized 
in 1945 with 58 charter members. 


Originally, the first structure, a small chapel, 
served as the sanctuary and Sunday School. Later, 
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in 1948, a building was erected to serve as a Sun- 
day School and Fellowship Hall. The manse was 
built in 1950. 





Davidson — Twelve new faculty members have 
been added this year to the faculty and staff of 
Davidson College. Six of the new men are alumni 
of Davidson. According to an announcement from 
Acting President Clarence J. Pietenpol, the faculty 
this year is up to full strength with 70 members. 


The additions include: Joseph T. Drake, 
sociology; John B. Evans and Woodrow McKay, 
Bible; James M. Fredericksen and John Huffaker, 
chemistry; Ernest F. Patterson, economics; Walter 
F. Thompson, business administration; Winfred P. 
Minter, political science; William F. Goodykoontz, 
English; Richard M. McInvaill, geography; Walter 
— Robinson, German; and Grover C. Meetze, Jr., 
physics. 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Presbyterian College 


Clinton — Presbyterian College has adopted the 
Scholastic Test of the College Entrance Board as 
a requirement for admission, President Marshall 
W. Brown announced today. 


He said the standard will apply to all new stu- 
dents seeking entrance to PC at the beginning of 
the fall semester next September. 


Dr. Brown pointed out the college admissions 
committee had suggested that all 1957 applicants 
take the test, and most of the incoming freshmen 
met this qualification. 


In his announcement about the decision of the 
administration and trustees to extend the College 
Board Test to all students, the president explained: 


“It is our belief that the test will enable Pres- 
byterian College to fulfill more completely its mis- 
sion of providing a superior educational opportunity 
for students who seek higher education here. But 
there are two other important considerations: The 
test will serve as a common denominator for 
evaluating applications, a measure beyond the high 
school transcripts which are so often of varying 
standards. In addition, faculty advisers and guid- 
ance counselors—upon studying the test scores of 
individual freshmen—«an assist these students more 
wisely in their choice of courses and in their ad- 
justment to college work.” 


President Brown emphasized that Presbyterian 
College is determined to maintain a well-balanced 
program of admission in the face of the increasing- 
ly large flow of applications. He said: 


“We want students chosen not only for their 
outstanding scholarship but on the essential qual- 
ities of leadership and Christian character as well.” 


VIRGINIA 


Richmond — The new Director of Adult Educa- 
tion for the Board of Christian Education is the 
Rev. Arthur Maxwell Field, Jr., former pastor of 
Eastminster Presbyterian Church in Knoxville, 
Tennessee. 





On October 15 he will assume the post formerly 
held by Dr. C. R. Slider, now managing editor in 
the Board’s Division of Christian Teaching. 


The new adult education director was born in 
Washington, D. C., and was valedictorian of his 
graduating class at Hampden-Sydney College. At 
Union Theological Seminary in Richmond, Virginia, 
he was a Hoge Fellow, earning both the bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees. 
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Spotlighting Church Extension 
The Bible says: 


Now those who had been dispersed by the perse- 
cution . . . traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus 
and Antioch, giving the Message as they went to 
Jews only. However, among their number were 
natives of Cyprus and Cyrene, and these men on 
their arrival at Antioch proclaimed their message 
to the Greeks as well, telling them the GOOD 
NEWS OF THE LORD JESUS! The hand of 
the Lord was with them, and a great number be- 
lieved and turned to the Lord. News of these 
things came to the ears of the Church in Jerusalem, 
and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he 
arrived and saw this working of God’s Grace, he 
was delighted! He urged them all to be resolute in 
their faithfulness to the Lord, for he was a good 
man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. So it 
happened that a considerable number of people 
decided for the Lord. Acts 11:19-24. (Phillips) 


. . . the Word of the Lord continued to gain 
ground and increase its influence. Acts 12:24 
(Phillips) 


. .. The number of the disciples was continually 
increasing. Acts 6:1 (Phillips) 


Among the large number who had become be- 
lievers there was complete agreement of heart 
and soul. Acts 4:32 (Phillips) 


Many signs and wonders were now happening 
among the people through the Apostles’ ministry. 
Acts 5:15 (Phillips) 


Many of those who had heard what they said 
believed, and the number of men alone rose to 
about 5,000. Acts 4:1 (Phillips) 


So the Word gained more and more ground. 
The number of disciples in Jerusalem very greatly 
increased, while a considerable proportion of the 
priesthood accepted the Faith. Acts 6:7 (Phillips) 


When the Gentiles heard this they were de- 
lighted and thanked God for His Message. All 
those who were destined for eternal life believed, 
and the Word of the Lord spread over the whole 
country. Acts 13:48,49 (Phillips) 


. . .« we must never forget that He rescued us 
from the power of darkness, and re-established 
us in the Kingdom of His beloved son, that is, 
in the Kingdom of Light. Col. 1:13 (Phillips) 


Truly the light is sweet. Ecc. 11:7. 


We do not well: this day is a day of good tidings 
and we hold our peace! 2 Kings 7:9 


... our hope is that your growing faith will mean 
the expansion of our sphere of action, so that 
before long, we shall be preaching the Gospel 
in districts beyond you, instead of being proud of 
work that has already been done in someone else’s 
province. 2 Cor. 15,16 (Phillips) 


... do not allow yourselves to be shifted away 
from the hope of the Gospel which you have 
heard, and which indeed, the WHOLE WORLD IS 
NOW HAVING AN OPPORTUNITY OF HEAR- 
ING! Col. 1:20-23 (Phillips) 
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Value of The Catechism 
Is Still Recognized 


One of the results of the summer’s work in 
the Sunday School of West Street Presbyterian 
Church of Petersburg, Virginia, was the recita- 
tion of eight Introductory Catechisms and one 
Westminster Shorter Catechism. Those who re- 
cited the Introductory Catechism and received 
Testaments and Certificates from the Board of 
Christian Education were Bertram Brockwell, 
George Brockwell, Betty Compton, Elsie Comp- 
ton, Barbara Durley, Carole Miller and two of 
the teachers in the Sunday School, Mrs. Harry 
Wells and Miss Betty George. Mary Frances 
Hawkins received the Bible and Certificate for 
the recitation of the Shorter Catechism. They 
also received the money awards given by the 
W. H. Belk Fund for the recitation of the 
catechisms. 

A real occasion was made by the Church of 
the presentation which took place at the Sunday 
night service October 6th. It was noted that it 
was a saying of Mr. Belk concerning the Cate- 
chisms of the Church that, “It is Calvinism, 
and Calvinism builds character,” and further 
that someone has said, “When a child recites 
the Introductory Catechism he has an intelligent 
knowledge of the plan of Salvation, and when 
he recites the Shorter Catechism it is almost 
invariably followed by uniting with the Church.” 
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WHEN WE TEACH KINDERGARTEN CHIL. 
DREN. Katherine McLandress Tobey. Westminster 
Press. $1.00. 
































This is a kindergarten guidance manual. It is 
for the benefit of teachers who have the respon- 
sibility to deal with 4 year old children in the 
kindergarten department of the church school. This 
volume makes certain observations that will be 
helpful to such teachers. 





RING AROUND HER FINGER. James L. Sunm- 
mers. Westminster Press. $2.75. 


This is a sparkling story told from the husband’s 
point of view with whimsical and humorous under- 
tones, it is however a serious strong book. Mr. 
Summers has the refreshing knack of presenting 
life as it appears to the eyes of young people 
with all the brilliant humor and sensitivity of their 
natures. 
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